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president’s tackle box

Art Hernandez, VCSC president

VENTURA COUNTY SPORTFISHING CLUB

July 2026 VCSC President’s Report 

We had a very good June meeting at the Black Bear diner,
with Merit McRea talking to the club as the guest speaker.
Our club founder, Brian Zimmerman stood in front of the
group and informed them that Hal Astrachan and Norm
Rodewald, two long term members, have been appointed
as LIFE members. This is the highest honor that the club
can bestow on one of its own. 

There will not be a meeting in July at the Black Bear. We
will next meet at the club annual BBQ, on Sunday, July 19 at
the Camarillo Grove park. The park is a great place to
party, and we have reserved a wonderful spot with lots
shade and parking real close. There will be hot dogs on the
grill, smoked fish and lots of side dishes. It’s a pot luck
lunch, so please bring something to share. We will have
iced bottled water. 

Brian Nguyen, the cigar afishinado, will be holding a
casting seminar. If you are interested, sign up on the
Chum Line link. 

We have some wonderful prizes for the kid’s trip raffle! The
drawing will be held at the BBQ. HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

30 years30 years30 years



Return all completed
ticket stubs by JULY 13th
along with a $50 check

to:
VCSC, P.O. Box 302,
Moorpark, CA 93020

VCSC KIDS’ FISHING TRIP RAFFLEVCSC KIDS’ FISHING TRIP RAFFLEVCSC KIDS’ FISHING TRIP RAFFLE



GARAGE SALE 
AT THE JULY 19TH
CLUB BBQ-PICNIC!

At the club BBQ on July 19, we will be selling some donated rods and
reels. The gear is either nearly new, gently used or equipment for

starter anglers. There is gear for San Diego fishing and local waters. 
It has been cared for very well by the previous owner. 

Bring your check book or cash!Bring your check book or cash!

VENTURA COUNTY SPORTFISHING CLUB



VCSC ANNUAL
POTLUCK-PICNIC &
Casting with Brian

Nguyen in the park!

6968 Camarillo Springs Rd
Camarillo, CA 93012

club meetingVENTURA COUNTY SPORTFISHING CLUB

Click on the button to RSVP to the 
SUNDAY PICNIC - JULY 19TH

rSVP

SUNDAY PICNIC - JULY 19TH

https://vcsc.info/rsvp-2026-picnic/
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VCSC ANNUAL 
POTLUCK-PICNIC!

6968 Camarillo Springs Rd
Camarillo, CA 93012

club meetingVENTURA COUNTY SPORTFISHING CLUB

SUNDAY PICNIC - JULY 19TH

CASTING IN THE
PARK WITH

BRIAN NGUYEN

Please bring a side or main dish. 
The club will BBQ grilled hot dogs,
bun, water, plates, cups & utensils



calendar datesVENTURA COUNTY SPORTFISHING CLUB

CHARTER DATES FOR 2026
Visit our “charters page” > click here
All charter info is subject to change.

click here

More info on our website:More info on our website:  
www.vcsc.infowww.vcsc.info

More info on our website: 
www.vcsc.info

2026 Meeting SPEAKERS
 LINK:  CALENDAR ONLINE

July 19 - Annual Club Picnic 
& FUNdraiser with Brian 

Nguyen casting with the club!!

August 5th - Phil Friedman
Sept 2nd - tbd

Oct 7  - tbdth

Nov 4   - tbdth

Dec 2  - tbdnd

https://vcsc.info/charters-for-2026/
https://vcsc.info/charters-for-2026/
https://vcsc.info/
https://vcsc.info/events/


More info on our website: www.vcsc.info

CHARTER DATES FOR 2026 > more info
Kids Trip (Tentative) July 8
#5 July 16–17 (12/$380) 
#6 August 1–2 (15/$350)
#7 September 9–11 (15/$500) * 
#8 October 28–30 (15/$500) *
#9 November 6–7 (15/$350) 

All dates are subject to change” due to weather and captain’s updates
*These trips are 1.5 days.

2026 CHARTER SIGNUPS
contact Rick lane:
venturacountysportfishingclub@gmail.com 

charter datesVENTURA COUNTY SPORTFISHING CLUB

https://vcsc.info/
https://vcsc.info/charters-for-2026/
https://vcsc.info/event/monthly-meeting-02-04-2026/


VENTURA COUNTY SPORTFISHING CLUB Brian Nguyen / Bio
Brian Nguyen is a Southern California angler and industry veteran best known online as “The Cigar
Afishinado.” 

He has spent over two decades in the fishing‑tackle industry, working in sales, marketing, and product development for major
manufacturers. During the mid‑2000s, he was part of the Shimano team that helped popularize vertical jigging in the United
States, especially on the West Coast. 

Expertise & Contributions
Vertical Jigging Pioneer (West Coast): Helped introduce and promote modern jigging techniques beginning in 2005,
contributing to the widespread adoption of heavy‑jig bluefin tactics used today. 
Educator & Seminar Leader: Regularly teaches free in‑person workshops on the science and mechanics of fighting tuna on
jigging gear, aimed at helping anglers land big bluefin more efficiently. These workshops often fill quickly due to demand. 
Media & Public Presence: Featured guest on multiple fishing podcasts and livestreams, including The Big Nasty Show
(Episode 1), where he discusses his fishing origins and motivation to educate the public. Also appears on Friedman
Adventures, offering expert tackle advice for both private boaters and sport‑boat anglers. 
Industry Insight: Known for deep technical knowledge of rods, reels, line systems, knots, jigs, and rigging, with a focus on
bluefin tuna and SoCal saltwater fisheries. 

Current Roles
Fishing Educator & Influencer: Active on social media as @the_cigar_afishinado, sharing jigging techniques, gear
breakdowns, and trip reports. 
Community Mentor: Provides guidance to retailers, manufacturers, and anglers, helping keep tackle information current and
accessible. 
Professional Career Outside Fishing: President of Milestone Health & Life Insurance Services, where he works with Southern
California residents on Medicare planning. 

https://vcsc.info/


JULY POTLUCK PICNIC & CASTING
As always fun in the park.As always fun in the park.

Great food. Great fun.Great food. Great fun.
Casting session withCasting session with  

Brian Nguyen!Brian Nguyen!

As always fun in the park.
Great food. Great fun.
Casting session with 

Brian Nguyen!

RAFFLE & PRIZES!!!RAFFLE & PRIZES!!!
Sunday, July 19, 2026Sunday, July 19, 2026

1:00-5:00PM1:00-5:00PM
Camarillo Grove ParkCamarillo Grove Park

RAFFLE & PRIZES!!!
Sunday, July 19, 2026

1:00-5:00PM
Camarillo Grove Park

RSVP for the castingRSVP for the casting  
clinic with Brian!clinic with Brian!

RSVP for the casting 
clinic with Brian!

RSVP for the picnic > RSVP for the picnic > click hereclick here
RSVP for the casting > RSVP for the casting > click hereclick here

Raffle tix & prizes > Raffle tix & prizes > click hereclick here

RSVP for the picnic > click here
RSVP for the casting > click here

Raffle tix & prizes > click here
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Rod and reel combo, Penn 5010TF 6-ft rod coupled with Shimano Tyros
30-II 2-speed reel, $750.00 value. 
$500 voucher for fishing on the Royal Star out of San Diego 
$250 gift certificate from Hyun’s Tackle in Ventura 
TWO VOUCHERS for 3/4-day trip(s) on the CALIFORNIAN (Ventura
Landing). Each $130 (Total Value: $260) > * Fuel surcharge might apply. 
TWO VOUCHERS for 1/2-day trip(s) on the ISLAND SPIRIT (Ventura
Landing). Each $110 (Total Value: $220) > * Fuel surcharge might apply. 
A $100 GIFT CERTIFICATE from Bob Sands Tackle in Van Nuys. 
AND MUCH MORE!!!

July 19 - Raffle prizesVENTURA COUNTY SPORTFISHING CLUB

As usual, we have INCREDIBLE fishing prizes over $2,000 in total worth that 
goes towards funding the “Kid’s fishing trip” for underpriveled children! 

CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE OR BUY TICKETS ($5.00 EACH!)

request to club members:  ten raffle tickets will be mailed to the club members mid April. The tickets are worth $5
each. try to sell or keep them for yourselves - separate the tickets, write their name and phone number on the back
as instructed. remember to keep the “stub” and mail them back to PO Box 302, Moorpark, 93020 - with a $50 check, or they
can bring them to the next club meeting. tickets monies must be mailed, submitted or dropped off to be considered
“valid”. If you want more tickets call or text Art Hernandez at 805-338-4653. 

https://www.royalstar.net/
https://www.fisherman-hyun.com/
https://venturasportfishing.com/
https://venturasportfishing.com/
https://www.bobsandstackle.com/
https://vcsc.info/
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 Dear Club Members,

Ten raffle tickets will be mailed to all club members in mid‑April. Each ticket is 
valued at $5. You’re encouraged to sell them—or keep them for yourself if you prefer.

Please separate the tickets and write the buyer’s name and phone number clearly in ink on the
back. Be sure to give the “Keep” the coupon stub to the buyer.

Return all completed ticket stubs by JULY 13th along with a $50 check to:
VCSC, P.O. Box 302, Moorpark, CA 93020

You may also bring your stubs and payment to the next club meeting.
Tickets and funds must be submitted, mailed, or dropped off to be considered valid.

If you’d like additional tickets, or have questions
please call or text Art Hernandez at 805‑338‑4653.

Kid’s Trip - Raffle Ticket SalesVSCS.INFO



MONTHLY CLUB
MEETINGS CLUB CHARTERS PEOPLE PERSONS BOTTOM LINE

We are fishing fanatics!!

membershipVENTURA COUNTY SPORTFISHING CLUB

JOIN THE CLUB, BOOK A CHARTER — AND GET HOOKED FOR LIFE! > CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE OR TO JOIN!

Meetings are where we share the
technical aspects of sportfishing
with speakers who educate and
inspire us! 

We talk about upcoming charters,
gear, line, bait, lures – and have a
great social time together with like-
minded people!

Members have access to book
“club charters” with limited loads
with our own club Chartermaster
overseeing the organizational
process of each charter
especially for first timers!

CHARTERS, LEARN MORE

Being on charters with super
NICE and HELPFUL people!
Have a question while on a
charter? Ask any club member
for help!

Being on charter with people
with good temperaments and
manners can “make or break” a
fishing trip

WE share our love and passion
for sportfishing – you will KNOW
that when you see us in action on
the deck, lines in the water, fish
on, fish on the deck!

MORE INFO

https://vcsc.info/
https://vcsc.info/membership/
https://vcsc.info/charters-for-2026/
https://vcsc.info/membership/


FRANK SULLIVAN | 805‑205‑4073 
GROW‑OUT PEN VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR,

CHANNEL ISLANDS HARBOR

NEED VOLUNTEERS: WHITE SEABASS GROW‑OUT PENS 

FRANK SULLIVAN

We currently have 13,000 juvenile
WSB that we expect to release on
Monday, July 13th at about 10am.
We will be releasing ½ into the
Channel Islands Harbor and ½ will
be transported in the Gentleman to
be released offshore the same as
last year.

If you wish to help, please wear
work clothes and either boots or old
shoes. If you just want to come and
watch that is fine, you will get to see
the newly renovated facility. 

We are located off of Murre way and
Victoria Blvd, next to the Harbor
master's temporary office trailers.
(see image right w/red arrow).

Frank Sullivan
805-205-4073

White Seabass Grow-Out Pens

View map > click here
MON 

JULY 13 @10AM

https://vcsc.info/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/CI-Map-2013-WSB-pens-scaled.jpg


Channel Islands Shootout Ventura Harbor Sportfishing

JULY 9, 2026
Channel Islands Shootout 2026 SPONSORED BY BIG HAMMER LURES

 Come join WON in a 3-boat jackpot for the heaviest fish! 
Price includes the $10 Grand Jackpot entry.

3 boat jackpot paying out over $800(pending sell out) 
and other prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place.
We will be doing raffles for other prizes! 

Every angler will receive a raffle ticket when they check in.
All 3 boat are going for sure!

- Island Spirit (30 anglers - limited load from previous years!)
- Pacific Eagle (19 Anglers)

- Californian (35 anglers - limited load from previous years!)

- Okuma's lastest rods & reels available to demo for anglers on board!

Giveaways & Jackpot Prizes! Upon arrival, each angler will receive a
 Western Outdoor News supply bag packed with Gamakatsu hooks, Izorline, Costa Gear, 

a free Cancun vacation voucher and more!

Book online or call WON's Landon Thomas for bookings or questions at (949)366-0726



WWW.VCSC.INFO

download the flyer

courtesy posts
Richard Campos has reserved two boats for fishing 
with Kingfisher Charters in Sitka Alaska August 2027

https://vcsc.info/
https://vcsc.info/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/KINGFISHER-CHARTERS-2027.pdf
https://vcsc.info/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/KINGFISHER-CHARTERS-2027.pdf


newsletter photosVENTURA COUNTY SPORTFISHING CLUB

Our members FISH and we like to share their adventures here in our monthly newsletters!

Email your images, with names and info on your trip to:vcsc.webmaster@gmail.com



Kevin Slagg’s “WAHOO!!” 
on an eight-day trip.

newsletter photosVENTURA COUNTY SPORTFISHING CLUB



June 2026 meeting - speaker Merit McCraeJune 2026 meeting - speaker Merit McCraeJune 2026 meeting - speaker Merit McCrae

VENTURA COUNTY SPORTFISHING CLUB



newsletter photosVENTURA COUNTY SPORTFISHING CLUB

I m a g e s  b y :  A r t  H e r n a n d e z

JuNE MEETING

Norm
Rodewald

installed as
a lifetime
member!

Founder Brian (left)
Norm (right)



Ira Nepus wins the 
June meeting 

grand prize!
Beautiful Avet Reel!

newsletter photosVENTURA COUNTY SPORTFISHING CLUB

A r t  H e r n a n d e z

Matches my

trombone!



newsletter photosVENTURA COUNTY SPORTFISHING CLUB

JUNE MEETINGJUNE MEETINGjUNE MEETING
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newsletter photosVENTURA COUNTY SPORTFISHING CLUB

JUNE MEETINGJUNE MEETINGjUNE MEETING



Like father, 
like son!

Jeff & Walt
Kainz

newsletter photosVENTURA COUNTY SPORTFISHING CLUB



V e n t u r a  H a r b o r  S p o r t f i s h i n gV e n t u r a  H a r b o r  S p o r t f i s h i n gV e n t u r a  H a r b o r  S p o r t f i s h i n g



WON reportsVENTURA COUNTY SPORTFISHING CLUB



WON Charter / Courtesy PostVENTURA COUNTY SPORTFISHING CLUB



CA Fish & Game CommissionVENTURA COUNTY SPORTFISHING CLUB

Read the news release

https://wildlife.ca.gov/News/Archive/california-fish-and-game-commission-takes-emergency-action-to-prevent-white-shark-take-and-reduce-potential-interactions-between-hooked-sharks-and-swimmers
https://wildlife.ca.gov/News/Archive/california-fish-and-game-commission-takes-emergency-action-to-prevent-white-shark-take-and-reduce-potential-interactions-between-hooked-sharks-and-swimmers


Follow Brian on Instagram > click here

Brian Nguyen “the_cigar_afishinado” & the “medicare guy”

WWW.VCSC.INFO brian nguyen article
Article Link > click here

Full moon, new moon, half moon, quarter moon, full
Monty, this tide, that tide, slack tide, they bit well
yesterday, the last trip was epic, we went here last
time, this jig killed it last trip, this boat is better than
that boat.... 

Clint Eastwood said it best, 
"If you want a guarantee, buy a toaster." 

No doubt that luck plays a hand in fishing. But luck
has a shelf life, and relying on it can be costly. I've
mentioned RETURN ON INVESTMENT quite a bit this
year, and in sportfishing, the investment is your
time and money. To maximize my ROI, these dry-
land exercises keep me sharp and help me stay in
the game in the toughest of conditions: 

-Practice pendular overhead, underhand, and
underhand snap casting with both conventional
and spinning. No, not with a sinker, but a 5" Big
Hammer paddletail swimbait without a leadhead.
Just poke a hole through the swimbait, thread your
line thru and secure with an overhand knot. 

-Establish and practice efficient body mechanics
for fish fighting. I set my drags accordingly, tie off
to something secure, and study how my body
responds. Key is to minimize exertion on me, and
maximize pressure on the fish. 

-Make sure all my knots are sano. I may "knot"
(sorry I had to) have a testing machine at home,
but I can see that the wraps look good, I have no
lines crossing, that the standing line hasn't been
compromised, and if my knots are cinched down
hard enough. I practice my knots on a variety of
mono and fluoro in different pound tests. 

-Practice rigging. Yes, rigging. Everything from
tying up rockfish gagnions, crimping, rigging
plastics onto leadheads straight...you may waste
$10, but this has really helped with my on-the-
water success. 

Let go of any expectations of how each fishing trip
should be, and allow yourself to experience how
each fishing trip can be.

https://www.instagram.com/the_cigar_afishinado/
https://www.instagram.com/the_cigar_afishinado/
https://www.instagram.com/the_cigar_afishinado/
https://www.instagram.com/the_cigar_afishinado/
https://www.instagram.com/the_cigar_afishinado/
https://www.instagram.com/the_cigar_afishinado/
https://vcsc.info/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DVuQFVMjwrf/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DVuQFVMjwrf/


newsletter photosVENTURA COUNTY SPORTFISHING CLUB

Did you know that
we send out

“promo posters”
every month for
club meetings to
our local “loyal”
tackle shops? 

Please support all
our tackle shops.
Where would we
be without them!



RICHARD
CAMPOS 
ALASKA 

ADVENTURES

VCSC VIDEO CHANNELVENTURA COUNTY SPORTFISHING CLUB

https://youtu.be/3bYfUx9pFWk


eric’s tackle
2127 E Thompson Blvd,

Ventura, CA 93001
805 648 5665

https://www.wegetbit.com/

thank you!VENTURA COUNTY SPORTFISHING CLUB

https://www.wegetbit.com/


hyun’s tackle
3695 Harbor Blvd, Ste 102 

Ventura, CA 93001
+1 805 639 4131

www.fisherman-hyun.com

thank you!VENTURA COUNTY SPORTFISHING CLUB

https://shop.fisherman-hyun.com/
https://shop.fisherman-hyun.com/


Bob Sands Tackle 
6743 Sepulveda Blvd
 Van Nuys, CA, 91411

(818) 994-1822

www.bobsandstackle.com

thank you!VENTURA COUNTY SPORTFISHING CLUB

https://www.bobsandstackle.com/


turner’s 
c/o Mike armenta
2051 N ROSE AVE

OXNARD, CA 93036
805-988-2049

website

thank you!VENTURA COUNTY SPORTFISHING CLUB

https://www.turners.com/storelocator.cfm?locRad=10&locZip=93036&locSt=CA


angler’s den
1810 Ventura Blvd

Camarillo, CA 93010
805 388 1566

facebook page

thank you!VENTURA COUNTY SPORTFISHING CLUB

https://www.facebook.com/theanglersden


cook your catch / YouTubeVENTURA COUNTY SPORTFISHING CLUB

“YouTube” RECIPE OF THE MONTH | July 2026
 Southern California Rockfish Tacos – In this Mercury Cook Your Catch video, Ali Hussainy of BD Outdoors brings a taste of
SoCal to wherever you call home with his Southern California rockfish taco meal. It’s simple and easy, but with a bold flavor that
brings to mind beachside outdoor dining in the sunshine. > RECIPE (PDF)

https://vcsc.info/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Cook-Your-Catch-Southern-California-Rockfish-Tacos-Ali-Hussainy-of-BD-Outdoors.pdf


californiasurffishing

bobsands_tackle

ericstackleshop

islandspirit_805

venturaharborsportfishing

endeavorsportfishing

brian & bob sands (aran) podcast 
“Smokin' Drags Session”

royal_starsportfishing

LINKS TO GREAT STUFFWWW.VCSC.INFO

hyun’s tackle, ventura

Angler’s Den, Camarillo

The MEDICARE Open Enrollment Period is upon us! All the mail you've been receiving, and the calls
you've been receiving....it's signature hunters - and I'm not! So what do I do?

First: No charge for conversation... No charge for consultation... Never any obligation...

Let Brian Nguyen, help you either find or create LONG-TERM MEDICARE SOLUTIONS for you, your
Medicare eligible friends, families, or loved ones who have been blessed with 65 years or more on
this Earth. 

I standby ready, willing, eager, and able to assist! Thanks for your time and have a great weekend!
Ask me about MEDICARE!  Visit mhlis.com for more information! -

Mission Fish USA

https://www.instagram.com/californiasurffishing/
https://www.instagram.com/californiasurffishing/
https://www.instagram.com/bobsands_tackle/
https://www.instagram.com/ericstackleshop/
https://www.instagram.com/islandspirit_805/
https://www.instagram.com/venturaharborsportfishing/
https://www.instagram.com/endeavorsportfishingsd/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DMg-AX6x8rt/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/royal_starsportfishing/
https://www.instagram.com/venturaharborsportfishing/
https://www.instagram.com/endeavorsportfishingsd/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DMg-AX6x8rt/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DMg-AX6x8rt/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DMg-AX6x8rt/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/royal_starsportfishing/
https://vcsc.info/
http://mhlis.com/
https://www.facebook.com/missionfishusa


VCSC - 2026 board membersVCSC - 2026 board membersVCSC - 2026 board members
FOUNDING MEMBER 

BRIAN ZIMMERMAN

PRESIDENT / MEMBERSHIP
ART HERNANDEZ

PAST PRESIDENTS 
CHUCK BRINKMAN
NORM RODEWALD

VICE PRESIDENT 
JOHN WHITE

SECRETARY 
ROBERT GROEBER

TREASURER / CHARTER MSTR
RICK LANE

MEETINGS/PROGRAMS 
BOARD MEMBERS

DRAWINGS 
PETER SYAPIN

HONORARY 
WAYNE JACKSON

MEMBERS AT LARGE:
 IRA NEPUS

KAI LU
 MICHAEL STAFFORDCRANE 

KIM MILES

NEWSLETTER/WEBSITE 
CECE RUBIN

https://vcsc.info/


vcsc website

facebook

instagram

twitter.com

linktree

SOCIAL MEDIAVENTURA COUNTY SPORTFISHING CLUB

VISIT US ONLINE AT

Questions? Email us at:
venturacountysportfishingclub@gmail.com 

Any problems with this newsletter? email Cece at: vcsc.webmaster@gmail.com

https://vcsc.info/
https://www.facebook.com/VCSCVenturaCountySportfishingClub
https://www.instagram.com/venturasportfishingclub
https://x.com/VCSportFishClub
https://linktr.ee/venturacountysportfishingclub
mailto:venturacountysportfishingclub@gmail.com
mailto:vcsc.webmaster@gmail.com
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	FRANK SULLIVAN
	NEED VOLUNTEERS: WHITE SEABASS GROW‑OUT PENS
	MON  JULY 13  @10AM
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	Richard Campos has reserved two boats for fishing  with Kingfisher Charters in Sitka Alaska August 2027
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	Kevin Slagg’s “WAHOO!!”  on an eight-day trip.
	June 2026 meeting - speaker Merit McCrae
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	Like father,  like son! Jeff & Walt Kainz
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	CA Fish & Game Commission
	Read the news release

	brian nguyen article
	WWW.VCSC.INFO
	Brian Nguyen “the_cigar_afishinado” & the “medicare guy”
	Article Link > click here
	Clint Eastwood said it best,  "If you want a guarantee, buy a toaster."
	Follow Brian on Instagram > click here
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	Bob Sands Tackle  6743 Sepulveda Blvd  Van Nuys, CA, 91411 (818) 994-1822
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	Southern California Rockfish Tacos – In this Mercury Cook Your Catch video, Ali Hussainy of BD Outdoors brings a taste of SoCal to wherever you call home with his Southern California rockfish taco meal. It’s simple and easy, but with a bold flavor that brings to mind beachside outdoor dining in the sunshine. > RECIPE (PDF)
	LINKS TO GREAT STUFF
	WWW.VCSC.INFO
	venturaharborsportfishing
	endeavorsportfishing
	royal_starsportfishing
	brian & bob sands (aran) podcast  “Smokin' Drags Session”
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